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but Ferdinand declared his own hereditary lands
of the Palatinate confiscated for treason. The
Catholic Ruler of Bavaria closely acted with
Ferdinand to secure this victory, and was
rewarded by being given the Palatinate for his
share, to be added to his hereditary Bavarian
lands. The Spaniards also came in to help, and
it soon looked as though the struggle would be
easily decided in favour of the new Imperial
scheme. Ferdinand had been challenged in the
wrong way. His enemies had given him
the best opportunities for success. Many of
the Protestant German princes hesitated to
continue the struggle against their Emperor.
The rebellious cities were on the whole more
determined, and chief of them the very important
city of Magdeburg, controlling the chief bridge
across the Elbe in its lower part, where it forms
the great military obstacle to any movement from
the south against the north of Germany.
The Imperial arms in the war that was now
being waged were superior to their opponents: in
what way I shall describe later. They were
almost certain to have won but for the fact that
at the critical moment, about a dozen years
after Ferdinand had come to the throne, Richelieu,
alarmed by the approaching triumph of the
House of Hapsburg in both its branches, had